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HEN Your Commands to 


execute this Office, were noti- 


fiec to me by Mr. Powlet, 


e inwhom, the moſtprejudic'd 4 
muſt allow, every thing concurs, to 
delpeak, the Scholar, the Chriſtian, and 
Ie Gentleman, I was in no Diſpute witn 
[my ſelt wherher I ſhould undertake te 
Tack laid upon me; tho ſenſible at te 
me time, that twould be much bet: 
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"hens for Performances of "this Kind 
Accordingly 1 pretend to fothing 


SG. 


.Diſcomrſe to 
Intention: in 


that may recommend 


compoſing it; the hereo! 
of the Honourable Fudges was aspleaſe 
to credit with'a Place in his Excellar 


ders toll ages; to be þ, 
this time nece But however that 

may be, I ſhall hereby, have the Requta- 

dim of W approv'd by Du, whoſe 
, with the united Al. 
| <antage of Education and Extracliom, not 
; only invite, but demand Eſteem from the 
NO ref Part of Mankind; and 
whoſe Candbur affords: me this publick 
Opportunity of Ping my (ch 
27 5 all Reſpect, 3 5 
5 5 1 R. Tour moſ ? oblh ed, . 
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Prov. Th. XXIV. 


ole 5 
| veouſneſs exaltetha Naw 2 
10t REC NY roach 70 * People. IR 
7 YE Folly. and Ini, of 
my : Mankind. ſo juſtly complain d 
Ke of, is diſcovered in nothing 
e more than in this; that, tho 
| Happineſs is what we all defire, yet- we 

' Purſue it not only by different Ways, but 
by a Practice very abſurd and inconſi 8 9 
5 We ſeek it, where it is not to be gr 


A 5 . A : * r 4 
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1 WENT. OE" the Wing ft and © 
Ws: of Princes, having from his own 
 Experience'obſery'd the Inſufficieticy...of 

all things pretending.to Happineſs; exclu- 
ſſtve of Religion in this, and ſeveral other 

| Maxims. of 7 Wer riting Fs, ſetkles it upon 
its true Baſis and Eotndation and that, 
not only upon ſuch principles as his own 
_ Reaſon ſtrongly ſuggeſted to him, but up- 
on ſuch as were deduced from the lofle- 
ente and Guidance of Divine Inſpiration, 
He tells us, that Religion, which in many 
Places be recommends by the Name of 
Miſdom; as he on the other Hand de- 
_ grades Sin, under the Character of Folly, 
is the Security, Strength, and Support % 
| Mankind, whether conſider in a private 
1 publickRelation ʒ that it is productive 
= of e Pleaſare, and Authority : 
And to this, Holy Fob gives his Atteſta- 

. tion; When 7 went out to the Gate tbro the 
1 cih, oben I prepared my Seat in the Street, 
be young Men ſaw me; 3 hid themſelves. 
. the Aged aroſe and Food up : The Prin- 

ces refrain d talking, the Nobles held their 
1 WH ben the Ear heard me, then it 
Vie ne, und when the Eye ſaw meit gave 
Witneſs io me; bei auſe, I deliver d the Poor 

that cried. the Fat berleſ and Him that had 

none to 4k Bia 1 Hell ig ef bin that 
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Deity which we bear upon our Minds, 


ſoneceſlary'for the Preſervation of Man- 


kind in a private Caparity, I hope to make 
it evident; that Religion, is the grand 
Support of publick Gnas of 'Men; 


that the Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity 


** 


of Governmenta, are founded upon this, my 
and that in the comprehenſive Words of 


he "Text, Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation 


but (that) Sin is a Reproach to any People. 
Now, tho by Rig/teonſneſe, may be un. 


derftood, civil Righteouſneſs or Juſtice ; 


yet, if by it, we mean Virtues, Moral l | 
Divine, and is, the ſame thing with Re. 
ligion, as in a more extenſive Senſe the _ 
Word Righteouſneſs may be uſed, and ap- 
plied, then by it we underſtand thus She 
That Religion is productive of the Happineſs 
andProſperity of publick Societies; and, that 
Lin, which is here, (as it is in its Nature) 
oppos d to it, is the Eau of all the Mi- 
8 . and Calamities, which ſo often be- 
fal Communities of Men. Both whichPro- _ 
Poſitions I ſhall make the Subject of my _ 
following Diſcourſe. | AM e 
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65 Clerk of 4 Nation,” 1 „ 

was really to Periſh: came upon me 

cauſed ibe Widows Heart 1 ng for Joy. 

. 29, 7. and following Verſes. 
But beſides the Principles of 1 

r ion and that innate Impreſſion of 4 
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1 e ON ta 
# Firſt, Illuſtrate the Doctrine of ere 
ö both 3 2 78 and ene Account 


ee Apply: the 0 0 to our own 
Nation in particular. A Subject I preſume, 
conſidering the preſent Poſture of Affairs, 
not at all ##ſeaſoable, nor wholy . 
"Es on the preſent Delign of this Aﬀembly, 
III. Lam to illuſtrate the Doctrine of 
; wy Text, both upon a »atwral and judic- 
" 6 Accoune: In order whereunto, I ſhall 
lay downthis as evident to a Demonſtra 
tion, that all Governwents are in a great 
meaſure ſopported. by an impartial 44. 
_ miniſtration of Juſtice, by the Sincerit 
and Probity'of thoſe who are appointed 

© Counſellers Tor the publick Good, and by 
An uncorrupt Management of its Wealth 
e Treaſure. And if Religion be fo far 
oF | Interwovent with theſe, thay tis the 'aQu-' 
ating Spring which gives a regular Moti. 
on to all; then it conſequentſy follows, 
that without Religion the Proſ perity of 
Community muſt be not only precarious in 

5 its Continuance, but e of a fe 

at tal Criſis: And, N 
Aft. Foran pd Wem if 
e e N * i Stateſmen 
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have form'd Schemes very different from 
what I have here-lay'd down; at leaſt, 
they have propos'd ſuch inconſiſtent 
plans, zas muſt infallibly overturn all Go- 
verument whatſoever. But without en- 
tering upon an Examination of them at 
preſent, I will undertake to prove, that 
the Adminiſiration of Juſtice, which is one 
of the principal Props of Government, 
the right or wrong Diſtribution whereof is ei- 
ther advantageous or injurious to a Com- 
munity, depends upon Religion. And this l 
ſhall conſider under a two-fold Relation, 
28 it reſpects the Perſons who are to ad- 


| miniſter Fuſtice, and thoſe who are the 


proper Objects of ſuch an Ad miniſtration. 
Te ſhall do no Onrighteouſneſs in Judg- 
ment ; thou ſhalt not | reſpeò the Perſon of 


the Poor, vor Honour. the Perſon of the 


i Mighty, but in Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou 


Judge thy Nerghbour, is the Command of 
that Juſ# God, who is 0 Reſpecter of Her- 
ſons: Hereby intimating the great Danger 
of Magiſtrates being afrighted from, or 


' bribed out of their Duty, by the Autho- 
| rity, and corrupt Application of mighty 


Sinners, or of being ſoftned by the I- 
Sts ie.  RRete, (1 2, 


32 . 
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+ Levit, 19.15. 
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10 _ [Religion the Security and 


treaties aud Mournings of ſuch. 45 anc iy 
_ Captivity, and of. thoſe, who are appoint] 
 _ 20.die, The numerous Temptations any 
Difficulties, the diſpenſers of - Juſtice x 
ſure to meet with in their High and Hy 
ourable Station, the Frowns and Inſolene 
of the mighty, and the reſtleſs, and ſtrong 
Importunities af the Miſerable and Afi 
Qed, require the moſt invincible Courage, 
and firmeſt Integrity of Mind, to with 
ſtand them, and juſtify that Caution. 
Seek not to be Judge, being not able to tale 
away Iniquity, leaſt at any. time thou fer 


the Perſon of the. Mighty, and % a fun 


bling Block in the Way of thyUprightne(1? 
And now, what but a Senſe of Religi- 
on, and the Didates of Conſcience can 


power d by Violence to deſert their Duy, 
or by too much Lenity and Mercy to de- 
cline it? What, but the awful and over- 
bearing Suggeſtion, that they ſtand 7»1he 
Place of God, and judge not for Men, but for 
tbe Lord; can preſerve their Conſciences 
uoid of Offence, and induce them ſome- 
times to interpoſe when the Letter of the 
Lum is ſtretchd farther than its Original 
- Tutent and Meaning, and to adjuſt a Caſe 
manag d with too much Rigour and Se- 
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verity by a prudential Conſi deration, and 
a Religious and Equitable Procedure 2 
Whereas, ſhould we abſtraCt Religion from 
their Power, what miſerable Devaſlu tions 
ſhould, we have in the World e They 
would be prepared to ſave or condemn, as 
Peeyiſhneſs and Paſſion, as Prejudice Par- 
tiality, and Bribery lay in their Way ; the 
Seats of Jadicature would be 4h) lum: for 
Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, and the Laws 
themſelyes, which we fly to tor a Re- 
dreſs'of our Grievances, would then be 
the Inſtruments'of our Ruin. 
But if to this we ſubjoin, ' * 
Sechadly, The two other Props of os 
nent) juſt mention d, viz. The Sin- 
cerity and Probity of thoſe ' who are ap- 
pointed Counſellers fot the publick Good, 
and the uncorrupt Management of the 
publiek Treaſure, it will appear ſtill more 
evident, that without Religion, both muſt 
be very wavering and unfix d. as wanting 
the grand Principle which ſhould "ge . 
and direct e „ 8 
Tis true, tholvinboſtrer the Helm of 4 
2 Kingdom, are allowed to make uſe bf 
various:Methods,.(provided:they are ho- 


neſt). for its Security and Fapport, . 


he. they ſeem intricate and abſtruſe, and: 
far as Reach 2 common Un- 
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1 Region the 0 * 
dierſtandings. But then, if we conſide 
theſe, as abſtracted from Religion, hoy 
tottering muſt be the Condition of a Go. 
vernment, under ſuch a Direction? Mut 
It not be ſubject to the groſſeſt Acts of 
Venality and Corruption ? And what De. 
dase could we have of its Treaſure 
1 * rightly applied, i. e. to encourage 
Men of Honeſty, and to ſupport ſuch a; 
Have ventured their Lives and Fortunes 
for their Country's. Good, without Rel. 
gion? On the other Hand, tis moſt cer. 
tain, that the publick Welfare, would 
be ſhamefully ſacrific'd to a private View, 
and a perſonal Intereſt, and inſtead of x 


generous Emulation, would Ariſe, Envy, 
Diſcord, and Ambition; Which, with 


other licentious Meaſures, would by 2 
natural Tendency, ſubvert — 51 it, 
and at laſt, ſo far provoke, the Amis 1 
. #y, as to induce bim by a Diſplay of ki 
Anger in the moſt dreadful Arrays and 
. Circumſtances of it, to bring down the 


Fa X trongeſt Empires, into utter Deſtruction, 


or debaſing and proſtituting the Bleſſings 

E. his Providence; and thereby, to con- 

Vince Mankind, that tho there are * 
any Devices. in 4 it; He. 
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** ' the Lord, that halt tand. 
Thus far, therefore, the Proſperity of a 
Nation depends upon Religion, I will 
now ſhut up this Part of the Argument, 
wit -obſerving, what the Occaſion of this 
Soleminity cannot but remind me of, that © 
fince\bumar Laws reach not our Thoughts, - 
they are frequently beholden to the Con- 
feſhon of Criminals themſelves for their 

due Brecution; which can be nothing but 

the Product of Religions Fear, Ind of 
the aw H Dread of appearing before a 
Heavenly Tribunal; at which, no Cir- 
eumſtances of Secrecy,” or Adyantages of 
Retirement, can poſl ibly. eſcape the In- 
ſpection, or elude the Vengeance of a 
moſt Juſt and Impartial Judge. For which 
Reaſon, they often chooſe, to overthrow = 
themſelves, and undergo a "Temporal, Pu- 
viſoment here, hoping in ſome Meaſure to 
prevent their everlaſting Deſtrud ion here- - 
PM Next, as to Teſtimonial þ< val 4 
That, entirely depends upon the Oaths » » 
of the Teſpators 5 and an Oath being an 
Appeal to Heaven for i he Truth of Sho we 
atteſt, and a ſolemn Act of Religion, in 
this Caſe the Religi jou "of an Oath, and 

the horrid Sin of Perjury, are the cuſtony 
mary Security, all 25 Nations rely 
pony and "ould | Men 1 this 
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es” 4. of Rel; gion to eſtabliſh a Fu. 

Mood, which "Rell ion only keeps them 

Few from, violating, no, -Juſtice could be . 
wire, no Honeſt Men could be ſeems 
. 5 | but the moſt black Deſi gns and Deed 
founded dpon the SS of -Oaths, nut 
N the good Decanomy of the 
orld, and involve is in e and be 
ſolation. 9 f 
Iknowthe AER * wüde ome e Pro. 
viſions again Diſtractions ot this Kind, 
1 and yet, that for all this, the R 
ba bes ineffectual to the intended Care 
1 . then, we are to conſider, that proje 
ation of this. Nature, cannot be com. 
mige but by thoſe who haye o fur of 
"God before their Eyes, and conſequently, 
tbis can by no means invalidate the Thing 
have been proving, it ariſing not from 
_ the inſufficieney of. ligion, but from the 
Want of Religion i e 
Jam further 'ſenſi ble of what 1 heartily 
vi we bad no Occaſion | to, complain 
5 of; that the preſent trift igg with Ouths 
3 this Nation, has given. 199 great an 
3 Nn to Men of inferiour Cz 
pacities to play «with; them likewiſe 
2 we are certain of, t that Men of Athe- 
Fa Principles have juſtiy triumph dd 


ver us on this KKoügt, and thoſe WO 
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3 a 4 N 
ate dug our Friend, e been 
ford to lay their Hand“ pou rheir 
Mouth, and to paſs by that in Silence, 
which is too notorious to be denied, and 
too bad to be defended; However! it be, 
Imuſt take the Liberty to ſay, that an Oath 
as it is to be taken in the Senſe of the Pow- 


may be uſed to cancel and diſannul it; 


y = that ſuch a ſhameful Pyevaricat ion i is. 

bot a poor Remove, (it any) from down- - 
4 right as that tis an eluſon, which 
7- is the real Produt of a Conclave, that tis 

of execrable-in it ſelf, and direful in its 

, WF Conſequences. Anda moſt judicions Ca- 
ae“ in bis Treatiſe De Juramenti obli- 

m Wl 24tiove, ſums up the Evidence againſt it 
he in a moving Strain of Aggravation, uh. 
1 with a very great Strength of Argument. ; 

ily Well therefore may we apply to our 
ain ſelves, (with little Variation) the Words 
hof the Prophet, becagſe of Geeks Swear- 

an ng the © Lan mournt. 

iſe. Fr rt" wo. R 

˖ be- * Vid. Sante FY uramen Obige brake. sen P. | 
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er that i-wpoſes it, ſo is it binding and ob- 
ligatory, "" hocwichſtapding any mental 
Reſervation or verbal Equivocation, that 
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„ 23 kagge "A Swurity -Y 
= But to proceed, let us now. catry the 
Be, % [pO much higher, and wider, and 
23s the two grand Relationt, which more 
immediately concern. a Community, ate 
_ Government and Suljection, prove from 
hence, that Religion admirably preſerve; Wiſ+ 
both theſe, that it maintains and cultj- 
144 vates a mutual Harmony betwixt both, 
- "tt ines ſome to Govern and Diſpoſe 
others to Obey. King David the Man who 
was raiſed up on high, from a Sheepfild 
to a Throne, the anointed of the God if 
_ Jacob, and the ſweet Pſalmiſt of I {rae 
| towards the Cogeluſion of his Raten“ 
in a ſublimity of Thought and Langue; 
8 . 2 delivers himſelf. Tze Spirit of the 
N Lord lp ake by me, and his W ord Was in ty 
. 65 gue ; "The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock 
＋ of. Iſrael ſpate to me, he that ruleth over 
Mien muſt be juli, ruling in the Fear of God: 
* And he ball be as the Light of the Mort- 
. * ; Tug when the Sun riſetb, even a Morning 
wit hont Clouds: as the tender Graſs ſpring: 
ing on f the Earth; by clear ſhining after 
3 Nun, Now cheſe Words, he that ruleth 
| wh ee, Men muſt be Juſt. .C ruling in or 
Mc 3 JOE e 2 . Faw bel God, 
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or Commend, given to David and to all 
ſucceeding Rnlers and Governors of the 
Barth. And ageeable to this, an excel, 

ſent Author obſerves, © That the vety 


"Neſs as well as Power; and that with 
{out this, Governors may eaſily loſe tł 


' others, and conſequently rhat Authority 
' which they onght to have over them, © 

| As therefore on one Hand, Religion is 
the Support of Government, in Hit it 


to aer the inveſtiture of their higti 
not in any caſe to act contrary to their 


Commiſſzon, ſo on the other, it enforces 


of Mankind to be ſubject 50. only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Con ſcien ee ſhe. 


hat can be more advantageous. to any 


ſerved that human Laws; may puniſh " 
vin when it is committed, but they c 
neither fuppreſs nor puviſh i it, in Thought. 
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te underſtood as implying a bag l 


Nature of Majeſty doth denote Goo . I 


bat ; 
 Reyerence, which is due to'them, from 


obliges Rulers under the ſevereſt Pena ries, | 


ind weighty Authority, and allows 8 25 | 


SabjeRion to them, with Terror, and 
Command, and charges the Governed Part 


And 
civil State than this? I have already ob- 


80 that” if Mankind Were to be diveſted | 
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of their. Conſcience, w 


"LY | 


ready to ſtrike a Check upon Evil in its 
very Birth, and by that means often pre. 
vents the open Commiſſion of it, whit 


Would Man be? Would not he fruſtrate 
the End of his Creation, and in a wild 


1 with greedineſs 4 


A  Befidesthis, if we look into the conſt- 
tuent Parts of a Community, and remark, 
that tis made up of Men of dieren 

 Humonrs,; of boiſterous Paſſiont, and ofa iſ 
. ſeparate Intereſt, and that from hence, 


poſe the publick Peace ; twill appear ſil 
more undeniably true, that it muſt be 
God by his Voice in the Conſcience, and by 
the Terror of his reveal d Will, that ap 
pPeaſes the madneſs of ar unruly Peqple. 


_ rubims, "when the Earth is unquiet, and 


Diſpoſitions of an ſuflamed Multitude, 


them into Duty, the Diſtinction betwixt 
Superiors and Inſeriors, would ſoon be loſt 
Authority would be defied, and of Con- 


and 
ich is alwzyy | 


a mad, what an uncontroulable Creature 


ungovernable Career, work all uncleaueſ 


* 


how well prepar'd they are, to diſcom- 


rer © I. = x Fug 2, 


And was be not King, when they are in- 
patient, and did he not ft between the (be. 


£5IJ 


then, by the gentle inſpiration of his 
Grace, Toften the rugged and Head ſtrong 


= ===, = 


or, by the Thunder of his Power, tertly 


8 
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ſequence, 
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founded, Property violated, and the Ce- 


be diffolved. Nay, tis the Deſign of 
Religion to make the World a quiet Habi- 


World as well as in the next. And ſince 


q things are illuſtrated by their Contraries, 
oemight reflect upon the natural Propen- 


fty, or indeed, moral Centainty, all Sin 
carries with it, to harraſs, perplex and 


U 


0 diſturbed and out of Tune, as the Body 
by Natural, under the baneful Influence of a 
ap malignant F ever. And whenever ſuch 
ple Fermentation happens, nothing that is 
1. irtaous or Innocent, can be a ſufficient 
4. rice gent Fraud, and Violence. We 
zd "vt then ſtand upon our Guard, with 


-ude, MW Walls of Feruſalem, with a Sword in one 
rf fand, and a Trowel in the other, ſuſ- 


- .- * Nehembh 4. 17 


ſequence Right and Hong would be con- 
ment of Civil Union would unavoidably 
and rebukes the facfiout, condemns the 


I Libertine and blackens the Rebel; and in 
ſhort, aims to make us happy in this 


confound a Nation, by which, it often 
happens, that the Body Polztick is as much 


a more than ordinary Vigilance,” work 


pet every Perſon we meet with, and 
ä 


r 

- - x * '- 
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ko what has been. ſaid, upon a judicial 4. 
. - Fount, namely, that by the Guſt difpenſ, 


Ws his ſevereſt e as a Puniſhment for 


bother wiſe, becau ſe Communities (as ſuch)] 


; Ry echt "Wk and 
3 1 would be like that of unhappy 
del whoſe Hand was againſt er, 

bs Man, and every Man s Hend againſt him 

But I proceed, to confirm the Truth of = 


tions and decree of Providence, the . 
ety or Wiekediie 15 5 of a Natios, does in- 
evitably bring own the Divine Bleſſings 
upon it, as a Reward for the one — 


the ober. And this I ſhall conſider ac- 
cording to my ſecond general Topick 0 
Dicourſe with a more immediate View 
to. this Nation 1 in particular. oh 
Th true indeed, this i is not always toff 
be depended upon in the ordinary Dil 
= of God, in relation to partic: 
lar Perſons, the Lot of the Wicked being 
for ſome wiſe purpoſes of his Will, often- 
times the Portion of the Righteaxs ; yet as 
to Communities of Men, the Caſe is 


1 the end of the World are diſſolved. 
Now that God does take Notice of N- 
tional Sins, ſo as go puniſh them, is 2 
| pg! very amply illuſtrated throughout 


the facr 60 * and indeed llands con- 
8 firmed 
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firmed in the Writings of numerous Au- 3 
thors, Civil as well as Sacred. And the 
infinite Juſtice of God enforces the Rea- 
ſon of the Thing conſider d in it ſelf, as 
much as the Hiſtories of former Times, 
and the Experience of all Ages and Re- 
volutions of the World, aſcertain the 
Matter of Fack. The Dealings of the 
Almighty towards the Jewiſh Nation, are 
one Continued Scene of an uncommon 
providence, ſo that it is hard to determine 

= whether they were try'd more by ſevere, 

| than by gentle Diſpenſations. When 
they were obedient unto the Law of their 
God, they ſubſiſted not only by his Mer- 
cies, but Miracles. Whereas when they 
choſe new Gods, then was War in 
their Gatet. Thus did God interchange 

| ably plie them with Mercies, or Calami- 
| ties, as they were in their Manners, he 
was ready to ſpare them when they turn- 
ed unto him; and inflicted Judgments up- 
on them, when they revolted from bin. q 
And not only the People of the Jews, but 
| ſucceeding Nations, are placed upon in- 

delible Regiſter, as ſignal Inſtances and 
Ratifications of the Matter before us. 
Accordingly tis Obſervable, that very 

eminent Writers, both Ancient and Mo- 

dern, aſcribe: the Greatneſs and F ors 

447 | hs 3 1 
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of the moſt flouriſhing Empires, both 
by. a natural Tendency, and a pro- 
vidential Deſignation, to 'the height of 
their Virtue, and the ſtrictneſs of their 
Morals; and on the other fide, attribute 
their Decay, Reproach and Ruin, to thoſe 
Vices for which they are deſervediy infa. 
mous to lateſt Peoſgerity. 

And this has been the Condition and 
Circumſtance of Nations, conſiderin 
them not only in a Civil and Political, 
but in a Sacred and Eceleſfaſtical Relation. 
Of which, the various Conditions of the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian. Church afford very 
affecting and clear Demonſtrations. A. 
mongſt other Examples of this kind in 
the Jewiſh Church, we read in the 4th 
Chap. of the iſt Book of Sam. that the 
Ark of God was taken by the Philiſtine, 
and then at 7th Chap. of the ſame Book, 
 theReaſons of theCalamities of the Houſe 
of Iſraelt is ſubjoined in their Publick 
Conteſſions, we have ſinned againſt the Lord. 

And find we not the like true of theChri- 
Rien alſo? Muſt it not be imputed to 
their crying Iniquities, that the Candle- 
ſticł vas removed from the Afar Churches, 
and that; they, together with thoſe of 
Greece and Mgypt, and many more flou- 
Bing Churches, were made to groan 


and 


SB Support of a Nation. 23 
and Janguiſh under the bitter encroach- 
ments and heavy Impoſitions of Barbarians 
and Iafidels? But not to look ſo far back 
into the Annals of Antiquity; does it 
not ſeem more than probable, that the 
Almighty is at this time holding «terrible 
Controverſy with the Popiſh Church, for 
her Superſtitions, Innovations, and Corrup- 
tions, as (he is, and has been often uſed, 


8 by the afflicting Hand of Providence, as 
, an Inſtrument to puniſh thoſe who are 
rh of the Churches Proteſtant and Reformed > 
© y theſe and ſuch like Methods, God 
7 Wl chaſtiſes the Impieties of Sinful Nations. 
* Sometimes he rebukes them by the De- 
uy vaſtations of cruel Invaders, of whom, 
h we may ſay, in the beautiful Language 
Ne ofthe Prophet, Before* them is as the Gar- 
„ of Eder, and behind them a deſolate 
k, Wilderneſs, and nothing ſhall eſcape them. 
ſe At other times, Inundations, Fire, Plague, 
> Peſtilence, and Famine, ( moſt of which 
wy we of this Nation have ſenfibly ſmarted 
. under) are commiſſioned by God to go 
5 forth and deſtroy. When Religion, not 
"©" Wl the Name, but the Power thereof, is valu- 
of ed in a Nation, the Bleſſings of Heaven 


are never wanting to refreſh, and proſper 
[IE it. 
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=, 2 ha the Barns are filed with Wheat 

and the Preſſes - overflow with nem Wines 

'The Oxen are Hrong to Labour, and there 

is no complaining in our Streets. But N.. 

tional Sins draw the reverſe of all this. 

And tho' the Puniſhment due to them be 

for ſome time ſuſpended, yet at laſt ſhall 

they bring down Vengeance like an 

overflowing Stream, with as much Pre- 

's cipitation as Terror, and involve whole 

4 - Communities of Men in Calamities both 

epidemical and heavy. And from hence 

Is 3 that Saying of the * Pſalmiſt; 

1 0 Land mabeth he barrem for tk 

wk e ſs of f them that dwelltherein. 

Perhaps it may be now expected, that! 

ſhould mention and obviate thoſe Ob- 

jeictons which are in our Way, and which | 

ſome defigning Atheiſtical Authors, have 

1 8 to the World, in the moſt art- 

= ful tho wicked Dreſs of Reaſon andPhi- 

= TORR „ hh END 

4 | (MyLors). 

'- unwilling to ede you longer 
from the Buſineſs of your weighty Office, 
than ſeems neceſſary. .. Befides, I am 
well aware, that the moſt plauſible Ob: 
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Support of a Natiol. 2 
il bape been fairly ſtated, and fully 
nwered by Men very eminent in their 
Generation * By a late admirable * Reaſon- 
in particular, whoſe Works are ſo juſt- 
applauded by the learned World, for 
heir peculiar Pat bot, and  ſprightly Ener- 
y, that they ſeem written rather with a 
W-bear, than a Pen. And if anything 
an be added to what we are already fur- 
And with upon this Subje#, that 1 hall 
ave as the Buſineſs of a 1 arger D iſconr ſe, 
nd much'abler Capaci m 
f now, fora concluſion of the whole, 
we apply what has teen ſaid to the 
rople of this Land, and if National 
ffences do render us ſo obnoxious to the 
Wrath of God, certainly we ought to 
wk about us betimes, before the Plague 
begun, and arreſt the Hands of Omni- 
tence by a publick Reformation. 
o invite us to a grateful Senſe of out 
Duty, we may reflect, that our Country 
I) its Situation, ſeems to be ſingled out 
brovidence as the Miſtreſs of the Seas, 
nd as we are ſiro1gly fortify'd by a m 
line Power againſt Foreign Violence and _ 
Ivafions as any People under Heaven, ſo 
ive we within our ſelves all the natural 
bleſſings, both for Sſtinbnce and Pleaſure” 
— can deſite. In the admirable empe- 
1% os A tament 
* Arch-biſhop Lilotſon: 
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16 
rament of our Conſtitution, we far excel 
all the Forms of Government in the 
World; at leaſt, by any of them we ate 

not equalled... Our Monarchy is neither 


Liberty of the Subject thereby. ſecured, 
ln reference to our Church, we diſcern 
regular Body, Purity in her Diſcipline, 
and Orthodoxy in her Faith. The Laws 
of the Goſpel are duly preach'd amongſt 
us, and the Sacraments as inſtituted by our 
gBleſſed Saviour, are decently adminiſtted. 
And that we may have a jaſt Senſe of all 
theſe Priviledges upon our Minds, God 
bas frequently granted us very ſignal and 
. extraordinary Deliverances. Diſtant Na- 
tions have heard of, and dread our Br 
very: The Deſigns. of our Enemies to 
the Proteſtant 'Canſe, have been often 
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abſolute nor Ele&ive : The Prerogative 
of the Crownis limited by Lews, and the 


blaſted, and when big with Vengeance, and 
ripe for Execution, Reputed invincible] 
Armadloes have been ſubdud, and horrid 
\ Conſpirace laid open, ſurprizing both in in 
the Deſen and Diſcovery, 3 

What remains therefore, but that well 
endeavour to become a wiſe,and in amoſ 
_ extenſive Senſe, an Underſtanding People, 
2 contribute our utmoſt, to wake Judy: 


monty run n 4 is MA ad and. Righteml 


— 
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Supper er a Nation,” Sag & 4 
3 « mighty Stream? As good Chri- 
ſtians let us eh phe our Profelion, by the 
jnnocency of our Lives, and then 'ren- 
Horry: ation a Praiſe to the End of the 
Earth; and in a particular manner guard 


0 
8 againſt thoſe Sins, which more 5952 0 
. me to debaſe and ſubvert it. 


As Brethren let us be united in 
one common Contern, and let the 
only Animoſcties amongſt us, be, who ſhall 
be of zealous in promoting our Coun- 


try's Good, the Proſperity of our Church, 


d. and in paying true and unfeigned Allegi- 
all ace to his preſent Majeſty King GEORGE, 
ol her Defender. Yet ſome Men pretend to a 
nd 


Fon different Scheme either with no De- 


Na gn, but which feems moſt probable, with 
ta · ¶ a very bad one, and thoſe who contended 
to for an unlimited Power and wire-dram d 
ten the Prerogative of the Crown to an un- 
nd natural length in the laſt Reign, have 
be fince altered their Strain, and aQ as if Re- 
rrid i bellion was a Duty in this. But whatever 


may be the Practice of fome amongſt us, let 
vs be true to our God and to bis Anointed 
ſet over us. And as an Evidence of this, 

let us put up our earneſt Addreſſes to — 


of our a Gracious Soverei gn ; that he 


King of Kings, and Lord' of Lords, that _ | | 2 
| he would prolong aud proſper the Reign _—_ 
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